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At a story-telling tempo; not too fast 

Henry Lawson's poem, When Your Pants Begin to Go, is a mixture of pathos and humour. It reflects Lawson's unhappy financial 

circumstances in that he was most certainly very well acquainted with poverty and despair.  
In the Victorian age it was not polite for a gentleman to make reference to the garments that clothed the lower limbs, especially 

if there was a growing transparency indicating that one's trousers needed a patch. Lawson's poem describes this situation with 

a quiet but very real anxiety conveyed within the poetic eloquence of the words.  

 Performance suggestions

The long phrases of this poem/song require good breathing techniques. Use the surprise breath i.e. a quick silent intake of air as if 

you have just meet a friend unexpectedly, and then think like a swimmer to ease air out slowly. Small top-up breaths can be taken 
where appropriate and if needed. The clarity of the words is achieved with exaggerated mouth movements. Ride on the long vowel 

sounds and enunciate all consonants more clearly than in everyday speech. Try solo, duet, trio and quartet sectional singing to add 

tonal colour and contrasting sound textures. 
 

You could wear an item of old clothing to add visual impact and feel more keenly the quiet desperation Lawson's words convey. 
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